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We note something interesting happening in Acts 
chapter 4. Jesus has died, risen, and ascended. The 
Holy Spirit had come at Pentecost and the group of 
believers was growing in Jerusalem. The gospel 
message was spreading, and the Jewish leaders 
wanted to squelch it. They wanted to snuff it out 
before it went any further. We hear their 
intentions in Acts 4:17, “To stop this thing from 
spreading any further among the people, we must 
warn these men to speak no longer to anyone 
in this name.” Not only the leaders of the 
Jews, but many others as well 
throughout the book of Acts, 
attempted to carry out 
this plan. Those 
who preached 
the Gospel were 
arrested and put 
on trial. They 
were beaten. They were 
flogged. Followers of “the 
Way” were rounded up, even 
from distant cities, and 
imprisoned. Threats, false accusations, hate, and 
stones were hurled. Missionaries were chased out 
of town on numerous occasions. Believers were 
put to death. Every attempt was made “to stop 
this thing from spreading any further.” But all this 

human effort was wasted. Four times 
throughout the sub-sequent chapters 

of Acts we hear that just the 
opposite was happening. Acts 6:7 

“So the word of God spread.” 
Acts 12:24 “But the word of 

God continued to increase and 
spread.” Acts 13:49 “The word of the 

Lord spread through the whole region.” 
Acts 19:20 “In this way the word of the 
Lord spread widely and grew in power.” 

Peter and John’s response to those initial threats from the Jewish 
leaders was this: “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen 
and heard.” Is this your outlook on life? We thank and praise God that 
we do not face many of the challenges and adversities that the early 
Christian church faced, the threats and the beatings and the 
imprisonment and the killings. But maybe we need more of those 
obvious ‘in-your-face’ challenges from time to time to 

refocus us on what is really important. For us 
today, the challenges take a little different form. 
They are much more subtle. Instead of 
someone threatening our life, we are 
threatened with the thought of not fitting in. 
Instead of facing physical beatings, we are 
beat over our head with the idea that we are 
intolerant and unloving. Instead of 
imprisonment, we are labeled and ostracized 
as uneducated, science and progress-hating 
conservatives. Instead of stones being hurled 
at us, we get the onslaught of most major 
media outlets reminding us how dumb and 
terrible we are if we don’t lend ourselves to 

their worldview. God have mercy on us for the 
times we succumb to these worldly pressures. 

God be gracious to us and forgive us.  

And God give us strength to trust his promises and to obey his word. 
Christ has died! Your sins have been forgiven. Christ has risen! Heaven 
is your home. Christ has ascended to intercede for you. You have 
someone who will strengthen you in your time of weakness or of need. 
Christ will come again. There is a day when these challenges will come 
to an end. As we await that glorious day, like Peter and John we say, 
“We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” And 
then we do it. When threats arise, we stand of the word of God and 
not on the ideas of men. When abuse occurs, we find refuge in our 
Savior and not in the crowd. When we are left out or put down, we talk 
to the one who never leaves us or forsakes us. And when we have 
opportunity to speak, we speak the truth of Christ in love, clearly and 
boldly, because we know that the word of Christ is more powerful than 
we can imagine and is the only word that truly matters.   



 Call Updates  
Mrs. Bonnie Wilcox has returned the call to serve as our 
Extended Learning Coordinator.  Mr. Micah Walz has 
accepted the call to serve as our 8th Grade Teacher and 
Vice-Principal. He presently serves at St. Jacobi in Greenfield.  
We look forward to serving with him in July.  We also ask the 
Lord to grant him and his family a smooth transition to Star 
of Bethlehem. Mr. John Schleis, who accepted the call to 
teach 4th Grade, will be moving to New Berlin in early June.  
May the Lord grant him and his family a safe and smooth 
move from Florida to Wisconsin.  
 

 
We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this month 
William Denzer, Matthew and Janette Wenzel and their 
daughter, Hannah.  May the Lord bless your membership in 
our midst and strengthen your relationship with our Savior 
among us. 

We will shift to our summer Sunday 
Worship Services times of 8:00 and 
10:00 a.m. on June 4.  Our Saturday 
Night Services and Monday Night 
Services will remain at their current 
times of 5:30 and 6:30 respectively.  The 
only time change really only involves the Late 
Service on Sundays from 10:30 to 10:00 a.m.     

19-Minute  

Bible Study 

We will begin our 19-Minute Bible 
Studies on Sunday, June 18.  This 

summer we will be focusing on the Third Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed.  We invite you to join us in the sanctuary for 
Bible study from 9:25 to 9:44 a.m. each Sunday morning.  
We also invite you to come early for good coffee, great 
fellowship, and then, best of all, the nourishment for the 
soul that comes from the study of God’s Word.  Please join 
us for these brief Bible studies throughout the summer 
months.   

Seniors Event 
Our next Senior meeting will be on Wednesday, June 14, at 
6:00 p.m.  For our meal, please bring something to go with 
barbecue sandwiches as a side or a dessert.  Our speaker will 
be Mr. Gene Schulz, one of the organizers of the Honor Flight 
Program.  He will be speaking to us about his time of Service 
during WWII, specifically his time in France near the 
medieval cathedral in Chartres, 
which has stained-glass 
windows that tell the story of 
God’s Word, and how this 
structure was preserved by 
the hand of God.  Gene is a 
very interesting speaker.  We 
invite all of our senior 
members, 55 and over, or anyone 
else that would like to join us for this 
power-pointe presentation.  The presentation will begin 
about 6:45 p.m.  Gene Schulz and his wife are WELS 
members from Atonement in Milwaukee.  This will be our 
final meeting between our summer break and our Senior 
Picnic in August.  
 
 
In the 10:00 
a.m. Service on 
Sunday, June 4, 
we will bid farewell to 4 faithful servants; 
Darnell Anthony, Jessica Novotny and Erin Schwartz as 
teachers, and to Senior Vicar John Schwartz.  We thank them 
all for their faithful service to our church and school.  Each of 
them have brought many blessings to our congregation 
through the use of their gifts.  Darnell Anthony will be 
teaching at Siloah Lutheran, Jessica Novotny will be enjoying 
the blessing of full-time motherhood, and Erin and Senior 
Vicar John Schwartz will be heading to Pierre, SD and 
Redeemer Lutheran Church where John has received a call 
through our Synod’s Assignment Committee to serve as 
Pastor.  

Linley Marie Plott, daughter of Jodi and 
Chris Plott, was baptized at Star of 
Bethlehem on April 29.  May the Lord 
keep her in his loving arms throughout 

life to life everlasting.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS!   
We offer our congratulations to Alecks Abel 
and Brianna Emmrich who were chosen as 
Wisconsin Little Ten Conference Scholar 
Athletes.  “Well done!” 
  



Our team has 2 
wins and 1 loss.  
We also had 
one rainout.  
The team is 
coached by Randy 
Alf, and has about 20 
Star of Bethlehem men that represent you 
each Tuesday evening at the Malone Park.  
Please check the bulletin board, the 
Service Folder, or your monthly calendar 
for game times each week.  Admission is 
free.  Fan support is welcomed! 

 
Several of our Star of Bethlehem youth 
have been chosen to receive hands-on 
mission experiences through the Sharing 
His Mission Program of Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School.  The following Star 
of Bethlehem students will be going to 
these locations; Faith Loberg (Eagle, CO); 
Chloe Strand and Dunovan Rodgers 
(Austin, TX); Claire Leverence (Southeast 
Asia);  Faith Goede and Abby Bloomquist 
(Mahahual, Mexico); and Sam Gerhard 
(Sonora, Mexico).  Watch for a Door 
Collection in the near future to help 
support our young people on these trips 
and to replenish the fund so our young 
people may go again next year.  May the 
Lord bless their efforts to spread our 
Savior’s name wherever they have been 
selected to serve.   
 

CHURCH PICNIC 
There will be no Church Picnic this 
summer.  In lieu of our usual picnic, we are 
gearing up for the celebrations of our 50th 
Anniversary as a church and our 40th 
Anniversary of our school on August 19 
and 20.  Please watch for opportunities to 
assist with our anniversary celebrations, 
including offering financial support.  There 
are some additional anniversary envelopes 
on the credenza by the church bulletin 
board.   

Graduates 
All of our graduates 
from high 
school, college, 
post-graduate 
studies, etc., are 
asked to turn in a note 
to our Administrative 
Assistants about your 
graduation and the school you 
attended.  We would like to publish 
all of the names of our graduates in 
the next edition of The Star, our 
newsletter, so that we might 
recognize your accomplishments 
and thank our Lord for enabling you 
to achieve them.  May the Lord 
bless your Graduation Days! 
 

FUND RAISER FOR 
JORDAN MOORE 

Jordan Moore is a member of 
Victory of the Lamb in Franklin.  She 
is about to undergo her 8th brain 
surgery.  Jordan is 8 years old.  If 
you would care to offer your 
support, please go to the Victory of 
the Lamb website at  
victoryofthelamb.com and click on 
the events tab. 

 
 

WLHS GOLF OUTING 
Register now for the friends of 
Wisco Charity Golf Outing on 
Monday, June 19, at Hawk’s View 
Gold Club in Lake Geneva.  Check-in 
is at 8:30 a.m. with a shotgun start 
at 10:00 a.m.  $150 for single 
registration includes green fees, 
cart, two beverages, lunch, and 
dinner.  Registration and 
sponsorship information can be 
found at wlhs.ejoinme.org/Golf2017  
Please register as soon as possible.  
Contact Heidi 
Witz at 414-
453-4567 ext. 
2004. 
 

REELING IN THE FUTURE 
The WLHS Fishing Outing, formerly 
called Fishers of Men, 
will take place on 
Pewaukee Lake 
on June 3.  Meet 
at the boat launch by 
Curly’s Waterfront and Smokey’s 
West Bait Shop.  Visit 
www.reelinginthefuture.com or email 
reelinginthefuture@earthlink.net  
Thanks for your continued support of 
WLHS! 
 

WELS Night at Miller Park  
Brewers vs. Twins 

Thursday, August 10, 2017 
The Milwaukee Brewers are now 

selling tickets for the fourth annual 
WELS Night at Miller Park. Organize 

your group and plan to join us for the 
Milwaukee Brewers’ game against 

the Minnesota Twins. 

 
Time: 7:10 p.m. 

Date: Thurs., Aug. 10, 2017 

Discounted Tickets: The Brewers are 
again offering WELS members up 
to 50 percent off the price of 
tickets. Seating will be along the 
first base line and in a block for 
WELS members. 

Pricing: 

  Field Outfield sections 106 – 109 
for $21/ticket 

 Loge Outfield sections 206 – 208 
for $17/ticket 

 Terrace Reserved sections 409 – 
412 for $9/ticket 

The ticket service fee will be waived for 
groups of 20 or more if you contact    

Greg Souza at 414-902-4492 or 
Greg.Souza@brewers.com. 

Don’t forget to get your 
WELS Night T-shirt! 

The deadline to purchase tickets is 
Thursday, August 3, 2017. 

We are not organizing a group 
from Star of Bethlehem.  

However, if you would like to 
attend WELS Night, you are free to 

order your tickets on your own. 
 

http://victoryofthelamb.com/
http://www.reelinginthefuture.com/
mailto:reelinginthefuture@earthlink.net
https://co-store.com/WELSnight


Natural Therapy 
Submitted by Susan Abel, BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

Job 12:7-10 “But ask the animals, and they will 
teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will 
tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach 

you, or let the fish in the sea inform you. Which of 
all these does not know that the hand of the LORD 

has done this? In his hand is the life of every creature and 
the breath of all mankind. 

Spending a day in the park can make you feel good  -- and there's science to 
back that up.  "The sights, sounds and smells of nature can have a powerful 
effect on your mind and body,"  says Esther Sternberg, MD, director of the 
University of Arizona's Institute on Place and Wellbeing and author of  
Healing Spaces.  Even just 5 minutes of walking in nature can boost your 
mood and self-esteem, reports a meta-analysis published in 2010 in 
Environmental Science & Technology.  Exposure to greenery is calming.  One 
study showed that people who spent a two-night trip in the forest had 
lower levels of the stress hormone cortisol and inflammation than those 
who stayed in an urban environment.  Multiple studies show that hospital 
patients who had a view of nature reported needing less pain medication 
than those who didn't.  So get a healthy dose of nature this summer! 

Excerpts from Arthritis Today.  July/August 2016.  

 

Financial Update as of 5/21/17 

 
Master Site Plan Update 

Progress is being 
made in an attempt 
to put together a 
new, updated 

master site plan.  
Please watch your 

church mailbox for weekly 
updates, and plan to attend 

one of the special meetings 
scheduled to take place following the 

services on June 11th and 12th.

From the President 
Our synod considers Star of Bethlehem to be a 
“large” church – which might imply that there’s a 
lot of ministry activity going on here. 

And indeed, there is! 

In late April, the church president updated the 
congregation, highlighting several examples of 
recent ministry work here at Star. 

Examples included the final approval of our new 
Constitution and By-Laws, our upcoming 
40th/50th anniversary celebrations in August, and 
the current work of the Master Site Plan Update 
Committee (taking a fresh look at what our long-
term “footprint” might look like in the future).  
Another example: the formation of a “Building 
Appeal Committee” to study and make a 
recommendation as to how to raise the necessary 
funds should a building expansion be approved.  
Also mentioned was the critical on-going work of 
the Called Worker Care Team and the Member 
Connections Team.  For the coming school year, 
we’re also celebrating an anticipated 233 children 
in our Pre-K through 8th grade.  Still another 
example had to do with the formation of a task 
force to “repair & enhance Star’s Pre-K through 
8th Grade Ministry.” 

I think you get the idea. 

Unfortunately, as we grow, our bills also grow.  Do 
you realize that our total spending budget is over 
$1.6 million this year? 

Of course, we realize that those monetary 
resources really come from our Lord and Creator – 
who uses us as instruments to accomplish His 
purposes. 

Another challenge: Summertime is almost here – 
and that usually means church attendance drops.  
But regrettably, our bills do not. 

Back in October 2015, we introduced the “Living 
Generously” stewardship program that 
encouraged the biblical concept of tithing.  
Perhaps you’ll want to take another personal look 
at the grace – and the privilege – of giving. 

My friends, wonderful things are happening here 
at Star!  Our positive momentum will move 
forward but your continued financial support is 
crucial!  Seriously consider signing-up for the 
automated (and convenient!) “Simply Giving” 
program that’s available to you. (I use it myself.)  
Sign-up sheets and a FAQ are available on the 
table in the hallway. 

Can you help? 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 
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